








FROM THE EDITOR

Dear colleagues!

Every scientific publication is a living, constantly evolving organism. Our journal
dedicated to the relevant problems of the Middle Ages is no exception. In particular, a
new column — “From the Editor” has appeared in the second issue of our journal, where
a review of articles is given.

In the section “Ethnogenesis. Archaeology. Linguistics” you can find the second
part of article “Actual problems of Turkic paleohistory: proto-language, proto-ethnos,
proto-homeland” about the origin of the Turkic ethnic groups, written by Russian
researcher N.I. Egorov. According to the historian, the synthesis of paleobiology data
and comparative historical and genetic analysis of botanical vocabulary refers to the
origin of the proto-Turkic populations from the South-Western district of the modern
provinces of Jilin, Liaoning and South-East district of Circumgobi region of the Central
Asia. In the first Millennium BC, exactly from the area mentioned above, the earliest
observable migrations of proto-Turks began, northward along the Western foothills of
the Greater Khingan up to Eastern Mongolia and Transbaikal, and westward migration
to Ordos, the Alashan desert, the Gansu corridor, and possibly to the Tarim basin.
These migrations began on the eve of the collapse of the proto-Turkic ethno-linguistic
and cultural universe and continued until the ancient Turkic epoch. In our opinion, the
polemic article by N. I. Egorov does not claim to be the ultimate truth and can be seen
as a calling up to a broad scientific discussion.

The section “History of Juchi Khanate” starts with a joint article “New source on
the history of Juchid dynasties” by Halit Eren, Ashirbek Muminov and Selahaddin
Uygur, the scientists of the IRCICA research center (Istanbul, Turkey). This article
considers the analysis of the work “Fadhlakat aqwal al-akhyar” (1641), written by the
outstanding Turkish historian and bibliographer Kitip Celebi (1609-1657). This work has
been kept in a single copy and has not yet been published. The special value of Kitip
(elebi’s book is that it has a special section with details of the genealogies of the Juchid
dynasties. Kdtip Celebi identifies five branches of the Chingisids: 1) the Chingisids in
Karakorum (1206-1368); 2) their branch in Turan (1227-1370); 3) their branch in Iran and
Khorasan (1256-1353); 4) their branch in Desht-I-Kipchak (1226-1502) and 5) their
branch in Mawarannahr (1500-1598). The Appendix to the article contains original texts
in Arabic, Persian and Turkish. Indeed, the authors of the article have researched a lot
of sources and thus made a significant contribution to the history of the Juchid
dynasties.

The article by Zh.M. Sabitov considers the administrative reform of Uzbek Khan.
According to the author, Uzbek Khan strengthened the centralization of the Golden
Horde through the reform of its political institutions. The reform was successful thanks
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to the support of three strata of the population: the settled tax-paying population,
commercial Muslim communities, and the tribal counter-elite. Another success factor of
the reforms were unexpected reprisals against the Juchids, which began immediately
after the election of Uzbek as a Khan of the Golden Horde, when the Juchids who
participated in the Kurultai did not have time to leave for their Khanates. As a result,
there was a renewal of the elites, and the Juchids were relegated to the background.
Following Mansur Olson’s concept, Zh.M. Sabitov states that administrative reform of
Uzbek Khan meant the transformation of the “Nomad bandit” into a “Settled bandit”
with all its consequences (large economic growth due to the political stability, culture,
infrastructure construction, etc.). In our view, this article may start a discussion on the
reformers of the Middle Ages; however, it is important to avoid projecting modern
political realities on the distant historical past.

The relevant issues of military history of ancient and medieval Kazakhstan are
considered in the article of the Kazakh historian A.K. Kushkumbayev. The author
believes that the nomad military business is directly included in the medieval history of
the Turkic-Mongol peoples of Eurasia and Kazakhstan, as well as an integral part of the
military system, which includes: the structure and composition of the armed forces,
military strategy and tactics, a set of weapons, craft technology for making weapons,
techniques for using them, etc. At the same time, military affairs are not only an integral
part of the country's history, but also an important element of the economy, material
and spiritual culture, social and political relations and everyday life of the people. The
author believes that the military affairs of Mongol Empire were inherited by the Nogai
Horde (XV-XVII centuries), the nomads of the Eastern Desht-I-Kipchak (the land of
Sheibanids) and Moghulistan (XV-XVI centuries), the Kazakh khanate (XV-XVIII
centuries), the Siberian khanate (XV — early XVII centuries), the Bashkirs and other Turkic
peoples. The military history of the above-mentioned Turkic lands requires further
research on key areas of military development. In our opinion, the study of the military
history of the Turks requires the joint efforts of historians of all the Turkic lands, as well
as the wider use of interdisciplinary approaches.

In the previous issue of our journal, it was noted that the Kazakh school of
medieval studies, which is in the process of formation, should not be limited to the
history of Kazakhstan and Central Eurasia, it is important to keep in mind the broader
historical context, especially since the Turkic lands have always interacted with other
peoples and lands, including Europe and Russia. Therefore, in the second issue of the
journal, another new section has appeared — “History of the European and Eurasian
middle Ages”. Definitely, this will make our view of the history of the Middle Ages
more correct and balanced.

This section begins with an article by M.Y. Shaikhutdinov “Marc Bloch and the
development of theoretical and methodological foundations of historical science”,
which identifies the most important stages in the formation of Bloch's views on the
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purpose of historical science. The article analyzes such fundamental works of Bloch as
“The Royal Touch: Monarchy and Miracles in France and England”, (1924),
“Characteristic features of French agrarian history” (1931), “Feudal society” (1939-1940),
“Apologia of history or the craft of a historian” (1941-1942). Special attention is paid to
the contribution of Bloch to the formation of the journal “Annals of economic and social
history” (1929) and the corresponding scientific school. According to the author of the
article, the scientific ideas of Bloch contributed to the maturation of new theoretical and
methodological approaches, increasing the attention of historians to socio-economic
history, historical comparative studies, historical anthropology, spatial economic
geography, collective psychology, the history of mentalities, etc. The very fact of lively
discussions about the significance of Bloch's scientific heritage indicates that his works
still retain their scientific value and relevance.

The article “Landscape of medieval Europe: researcher about the role of wood in
the institution of the Russian culture and state system” by M.V. Shlyupikov and M.M.
Shlyupikova is of considerable interest. From the authors’ point of view the study of the
environment’s influence on each nation development, especially at the initial stages of
the formation of statehood and the development of cultural patterns of behavior, is very
relevant today. The article analyzes the scientific contribution of S.M. Solovyov, N.Y.
Danilevsky, V.O. Klyuchevsky, and N.I. Kostomarov to the study of the Russian forest
as a factor in the development of Ancient and Medieval Russia, the Moscow state and
the Russian Empire. Russian historians’ concepts concerning the influence of the nature
of the Russian North-East on the formation of the Russian nation, the development of
the economy, everyday life, culture, spiritual world, political processes and
international relations are described. In our opinion, article by M.V. Shlyupikov and
M.M. Shlyupikova could form the basis of a separate monograph.

The second issue of our journal ends up with another new section — “Reviews”.
The first review is on the work “Medieval Europe” by well-known British historian
Chris Wickham. According to the author of the review, Wickham is distinguished due
to critical view of established dogmas in historical science. The work “Medieval
Europe” was no exception, in which Wickham states that history is devoid of
expediency, historical development does not strive for something, but starts from
something. Therefore, the turbulent period of the Middle Ages is of distinct interest and
it is not necessary to consider it through the prism of subsequent events. The reviewer
claims that Wickham thinks too categorically, but it is impossible not to notice his
innovative approaches to the turning points of medieval history, as well as a wide and
quite appropriate use of the comparative method. Therefore, one can consider the work
of Wickham as a valuable contribution to modern medieval studies.

Editor-in-Chief
Shaihutdinov M.Y.
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(sagird). However, in 1628, he lost his father and after that at the very same year his
uncle passed away. In 1629, Mustafa received a commission in the Topkap: Palace,
Department of Cavalry Affairs (Stivari Mukabelesi Kalemi). In 1645, he had to resign
after a 20-year of service due to a conflict with his boss (Mukabele baghalifesi) related to
the problems in promoting his career.

After leaving the public service, he completely devoted his life to science. He
pursued his studies in science, became interested in reading books, and expanded his
private library. Due to his social position and scientific activity, he became famous in
society under two pseudonyms: among the ‘ulama’ as “Katib Celebi”, and among
officials of the Sultan’s Palace — “Hajji Khalifa” [3, p. 36-40].

Literary Achievements

Katib Celebi is the author of more than 20 works. He composed works on various
branches of science such as geography, literature, jurisprudence, theology, bibliography
and history [4, p. 96]. These works have not yet been studied and published adequately.

The geographical views and scientific interests of Katib Celebi are evidenced by
his geographical and astronomical writings: “Cihan-numa,” “Lavami’ al-nur fi zulumat-
i Atlas Minur,” “Ilham al-mugaddas min fayd al-Aqdas” and others. His works on the
history of non-Muslim peoples of Europe, compiled on the basis of translated works
(from Latin and Greek): “Tarjuma-yi ta’rikh-i Frengin”, “Ta’rikh-i Qunstantiniya wa-
gayasira”, “Irshad al-khiyara ila ta’rikh al-Yunan wa-r-Rum wa-n-nasara.” Experts
think that Katib Celebi's interest in Western sources is related to an awareness of the
military strength and technical supremacy of the West. Educated Ottoman Turks were
well aware of the reasons behind the success of Europeans in gradually establishing
control on the seas and land — which had to do with a sound knowledge of geography
and the availability of technology for the production of advanced weapons [5].

Katib Celebi was a patriot and very loyal towards his country. He believed that
the condition of longevity and prosperity of the state relies on the implementation of
balanced politics (siyasa). He distinguishes two types of policies: rational (siyasa
‘aqgliya), which is based on reason, and Shari‘a (siyasa shar‘iya), which is based on the
laws derived from the Qur’an and Muslim tradition (Sunna). All affairs in the Islamic
state are decided in line with Shari‘a policy, because, as Katib Celebi writes, it is better
than a policy based only on reason, and the rulers of Islamic states that implementing
Shari‘a law, will be happy with the happiness of two worlds — this world and the other
world. He outlines his stance regarding the Islamic sciences in his following writings:
“Dustur al-‘amal li-islah al-halal”, “Rajm ar-rajim bi-s-sin wa-ljim”, “Sharh tafsir al-
Baydawi”, “Husn al-hidaya fi sharh al-risala al-muhammadiyya”, “Jami’ al-mutun min
jall al-funun.”

His caliber as an encyclopedic scholar is clearly manifested in such works as the
encyclopedic dictionary “Tuhfat al-akhyar fi-l-hikam wa-l-amthal wa-l-ash’ar”, “Durar-
i muntashira wa ghurara-i muntashira”, etc. In his encyclopedic dictionary, he collected
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philosophical and literary stories, useful and entertaining information of various kinds,
verses, wise words, proverbs, sayings and etc. from essays in Arabic, Persian, and
Turkish. The German scholar Gustav Fliigel considered Katib Celebi as one of those
who influenced the formation of the ideas of the Islamic encyclopedia [6, Volume 1, p.
44].

In the Western scholarship, Katib Celebi became famous primarily for his
biographical and bibliographic work “Kashf az-zunun ‘an asami al-kutub wa-I-funun”.
The German orientalist Franz Babinger (1891-1967) called him the “Greatest scholar of
the Ottomans” (der grofste Polyhistor der Osmanen) [7, p. 196]. Some scholars called
him as “as-Suyuti of the Ottoman Turks”, offering, therefore, a comparison between his
talent and the unusual versatility of the Egyptian Muslim scholar Jalal ad-din as-Suyuti
(1445-1505) [4, p. 96].

Katib Celebi as a Historian

His first and voluminous work on history was “Fadhlakat aqwal al-akhyar fi ‘ilm
at-ta’rikh wa-l-akhbar” (other names: “Fadhlakat at-tawarikh”, “Ta’rikh-i kabir”, Arabic
“Fadhlaka”) composed in 1641 in Arabic. A year after the completion of its draft
(musawwada), the author resumes his work, as the colophon of the manuscript
indicates the date of Rabi’ II 1052/July-August 1642 [1, folio 313a]. This work by Katib
Celebi was written in the genre of “world histories” (Universal History) and covers the
period from the creation of the world to the events unfolded in the year mentioned
above. It encompasses the history of 150 states and 1,500 rulers [7, p. 196].

His second historical work “Taqwim at-tawarikh” corresponds to “Fadhlakat
aqwal al-akhyar” in content. It is a kind of chronological table of the author’s first
historical work, and resembles a re-arrangement of it. It was completed in 1648 in two
months [9, volume 3, p. 86; 7, p. 196].

His next work on the history of the Ottomans from 1591 to 1655 (10001065 hijri)
was “Ta’rih-i Fadhlaka” (Other name: “Turkish Fadhlaka”, “Ta’rikh-i saghir”) written
in Turkish [7, p. 196; 12, p. 541-542]. The fourth work of Katib Celebi on the history of
the Ottomans’ sea battles “Tuhfat al-kibar fi asfar al-bihar” was completed in 1656.

The main goal of Katib Celebi as a historian was to outline a general history in
order to derive a lesson for modernity. In addition to his excellent proficiency in Arabic
and Persian, he also mastered ancient Greek and Latin.

Katib Celebi was engaged in a systematic historical research and conducted
analyses of the reasons behind the development of human civilization and the states.
He took the position of the great Arab-Muslim historian Ibn Khaldun (1332-1406) on
the need to follow a critical method in the field of the science of history. Katib Celebi
believed that the goal of historical science is to discover the universal laws of the
development of society and the state. Unlike Ibn Khaldun, he believed that even if the
government is in the state of decline, it can be saved from destruction with the help of
energetic efforts of wise rulers.
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Katib Celebi’s views on history were influenced by the humoral theories of
Hippocrates and Galenos — ancient medical scientists, by the socio-political concept of
the medieval Muslim philosopher Abu Nasr al-Farabi and especially by the social
teaching of Ibn Khaldun, who is considered to be the founder of the philosophy of
history [4, c. 97].

Katib Celebi also develops the doctrine of human society as an organic whole
and provides methods for saving the Ottoman state from decline and death. Katib
Celebi’s ideas on the nature of power, state and civilization aimed at developing ways
to recover the Ottoman Empire from the state of decline. In this regard, modern
scholars place him among the reformers of the middle Ages [5].

Manuscript of “Fadhlakat aqwal al-akhyar”

As is known, two years after the author’s death, all his books were sold out. As a
result, his private library was shattered [8, p. 6]. A significant part of it, along with
autographs of the works by Katib Celebi, fell into the hands of ‘I1zzeti Mehmed Efendi
[3, p. 36-37].

The work has been preserved in a single manuscript, which entered into the
Beyazit Devlet Kiitiiphanesi library and received the number 10318. The manuscript is
an autograph. It consists of seven flyleaf sheets with some notices [1, f. 01, I-VI] and the
text of the composition [1, f. 1b-313a]. In several places of the manuscript there are
inserted pages without any pagination. In the text of the composition on Folios 2-25
there is a gap where the author was going to mention the titles of 1300 historical works.

Indeed, on the forehand of the manuscript there are marks of several owners and
readers:

- Caption (Inscription): “Tarikh-i Fadhlaka”, in Arabic, a composition by Katib
Celebi [written] in his handwriting [1, f. Ia]:

- “from among the books of the insignificant servant of God, Mustafa ibn Ahmad
Mansuri-zada” [1, f. 1a];

- This insignificant translator of “Qamus-i “Asim”, took part in the joint reading
(mutala’a) of this book (mudawwan) by the late Katib Celebi “Fadhlaka-yi tamm
ta’rikh” on the date 1225/1810-1811 [1, f. Ia];

- From the books of Badr’s property (tarika), left after his death [1, £. Ola];

- Print of the owner’s seal — Ahmad Diya’ ad-din al-Husayni, dated 1265/1848-
1849 [1, f. 1a].

Work’s Structure

In the introduction, the author states that the composition would consist of an
introduction (mugaddima), three chapters (asl) and a conclusion (khatima) [1, f. 2b—3a].
As conceived by the compiler, each chapter was to be divided into two parts (gism). In
turn, each part had to be divided into three sections (fasl).

However, the composition itself has a slightly different structure. In fact, the
composition consists of introduction, first chapter and conclusion. The redesigned book
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structure is set forth in the table of contents (Fihrist), compiled by the author himself
and placed on the flyleaf sheets of the manuscript [1, p. Ib-IVal].

The existing introduction has four sections (fasl). The first section sets out the
table of contents of the subdivisions and subsections (Fihrist al-fusul wa-l-abwab); the
second section is about the meaning of history and its subject; the third section contains
listing of works compiled in the field of science of history; the fourth section is about the
foundations and principles of science that a historian should bear in mind.

The main chapter (al-asl) consists of three sections (fasl):

1) On the prophets and pre-Islamic rulers (muluk gabl al-Islam);

2) On the Islamic rulers. The section consists of ten subsections covering the
period from the first century of the Hijra (Muslim era) to the tenth century. In the
subsection “The Seventh Century of the Hijra” (al-Qarn as-sabi’), the Chingizid
dynasties were described [1, 2. 178a].

A significant part of the seventh century of the Hijra was the era of the Ottoman
state from its foundation until 1051/1641 [1, f. 197a-250b]. This part was published in
2009 in Ankara by “Tiirk Tarih Kurumu”, prepared by Sayyid Muhammad al-Sayyid
2].

3) On the unrighteous rulers of the Islamic era comprising false prophets,
invaders and rebels.

The book ends with the sub-section “Tatimma fi algab al-muluk wa-d-duwal
‘ala-I-huruf” (Final subsection in the names of possessions and states is in alphabetical
order). It is the final part of the composition.

The word “Fadhlaka” in the title of the composition plays a key role in
understanding the contents of the composition. As the author himself states in the book,
this term is taken from the lexicon of accountants (muhasibun) and means
“generalization,” “deriving a general rule” (jumla) of everything that follows from the
completion of accounting work with numbers [1, f. IVb, VIb].

The main source of Katib Celebi was Abu Muhammad Mustafa Efendi ibn Hasan
ibn Sinan al-Hashimi al-Jannabi’s (died in 1590-1591) “al-’Aylam az-zahir fi ahwal al-
awa’il wa-l-awakhir”. Al-Jannabi’s text was rewritten in the middle of the page in
rectangular frames, word for word or in an abbreviated form. Katib Celebi increased
the number of dynasties from 82 (that were indicated by al-Jannabi) to 150 [7, p. 196].
This increase was mainly due to the excerpts from other sources, which were written
down in wide glosses in the margins of the main text.

Katib Celebi kept the languages of his sources unchanged (in Arabic, Persian and
Turkish). The essence of his interventions in the texts of the sources was as follows: 1)
he summarizes the information provided by preserving the informative part; 2) the
Persian word “hala” (“at the present moment”) is replaced by the compiler on the exact
date; 3) he replaces ideological expressions from his Shiite sources, such as “ghazi” —
“fighter for faith”, with neutral words and phrases.
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Based on its nature, this work can be classified as ta’lif (composition) [10, p. 410—
443]. The original character is the classification by the author of materials on dynasties,
the giving of serial numbers to biographies of rulers. At the beginning of his work,
Katib Celebi, as it can be seen from the “introduction” (mugaddima), had the intention
to compose a completed new book (tasnif). However, he was only able to complete the
purely historical part. In it, all world history is presented in the form of the accession of
various dynasties, their development, decline and change. Katib Celebi decided to
confine himself to the introduction, the main part in three sections and a brief
conclusion (tatimma). The work remained unfortunately in the draft version
(musawwada).

What prevented Katib Celebi from writing the analytical parts (Chapter 2 — “Asl
Thani” and Chapter 3 — “Asl Thalith”) and realizing his idea completely? Firstly, it’s
known that Katib Celebi responded without enthusiasm to the proposal of Shaykh al-
Islam of the Ottoman Empire Zakariya-zada Yahya Efendi (1622-1623; 1625-1632; 1634—
1644) to rewrite the draft of the composition (musawwada) into a clean copy (bayad) to
present his book to the attention of Sultan Mehmed IV (1648-1687) [13, p. 543].
Secondly, according to some experts, Katib Celebi decided to implement the idea of
“Fadhlaka” in another independent work — “Taqwim al-tawarikh”, completed six years
after the completion of the draft of “Fadhlaka” [14, p. 93-100]. It is known that “Taqwim
at-tawarikh”, after its completion, was presented to the attention of Sadrazam Koca
Mehmed Pasha (1648-1649) through the mediation of Shaykh al-Islam ‘Abd ar-Rahim
Efendi (1647-1649). As a result, both of these people played a positive role in Katib
Celebi’s return in 1648 to his previous department (Stivari Mukabelesi) as an official
(ikinci khalifelik) at the Sultan’s service [7, p. 195; 8, p. 2-3].

History of Chingizids

The main source of Katib Celebi on the part of the history of Chingizids was “al-
‘Aylam al-zahir fi ahwal al-awa’il wa-l-awakhir” by Abu Muhammad Mustafa Efendi
ibn Hasan ibn Sinan al-Hashimi al-Jannabi. Our studies show that these data were
supplemented with the information from “Ta’rikh-i Jahan-ara” by Qadi Ahmad
Ghaffari Qazwini (died in 1567-1568) and “Habib as-siyar fi afrad ahbar-i-bashar” by
Ghiyath ad-din Khwandemir (1475-1536) in Arabic. For us, the Arabic translator of
“Habib as-siyar” remains unknown.

In the introduction of the book, the author announces his plan to present the
history of the Chingizid dynasties “Collection [of information] on the branches of
Chingizids” (“Majmu’ shu’ab min al-Jingiziya”), dividing them into five branches: 1)
Chingizids in Qaraqorum (Ulugh Yurt); 1206-1368; 2) a branch of them in Turan; 1227-
1370; 3) a branch of them in Iran (al-'Iraq) and Khorasan, 1256-1353; 4) a branch of them
in Dasht-i Qipchaq, 1226-1502; 5) a branch of them, which is called Uzbakiya
(Shaybekiya), in Mavarannahr, 1500-1598 [1, f. 2a]. Further, in the text of the book on
the insert, which gives an extensive and detailed genealogical diagram of the Chingizid
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rulers, the number of rulers for each of the branches is indicated: 1) Qaraqorum or
Ulugh Yurt - six rulers; 2) Turan — from the 7th number to the 34th number; 3) Iran
('Iraq) and Khorasan — from the 35th to the 50th number; 4) Dasht-i Qipchaq — from the
51st to the 94th number; 5) Mawarannahr — from the 95th to the 104th number [1, insert
folio between folios 178-179]. When presenting the history of the rulers of each dynasty
in the text of the composition, they are assigned autonomous numbering, starting with
one. For example, 46 Dasht-i Qipchaq rulers were given serial numbers. Here it is
noteworthy to indicate that the Crimean khans (1428-1792) are represented as
successors of the main line of the Juchids, rulers of the Golden Horde (1227-1502). For
the rulers of the Shaybekid (Uzbek) dynasty, 15 numbers are given.

In the section “Dasht-i Qipchaq”, when setting out the three branches “Kok
Orda”, “Aq Orda” and “Sultans of Khorezm”, the internal numbering of the rulers is
not affixed. It is completely absent. In the index of the book (Fihrist) compiled after its
completion, of these three branches, only one branch, “Salatin Khwarazm” is indicated
1, f. TMa].

Principles for Preparing the Original Text for Publication

The following text was typed from the manuscript and all the special characters
of the author were taken into account. Genealogical tables of rulers are of independent
importance. Therefore, we decided to give their photo illustrations along with the typed
text. The immediate ancestors of some Juchids remained obscure to the author [Urus
Khan, 1361-1375; Tuqtamish Khan, 1376-1395]. To approximate the origin of such
branches, Katib Celebi organized special subsections: “Kok Horde”, “Ak Orda” and
“Sultans of Khorezm”.

When typing, quotes from other sources were compared with the existing
editions and manuscripts [16; 17; 18].

The annex to this publication contains original typed texts in Arabic, Persian, and
Turkish, genealogical schemes of the Juchid rulers, as well as several photo illustrations
that were taken from the unique manuscript.
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