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CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL REGULATION OF PUBLIC
EVENTS ON THE INTERNET

H.A. Thabisimov
candidate of Law, associate professor,
professor of the Department of Theory of State
and Law of the Pyatigorsk State Law Institute
thabisimov.husen@yandex.ru

Annotation. Currently, the Internet is increasingly used as a platform for mass political
actions. At the same time, the legislation does not keep pace with the development of public
relations. The article aims to study the current legal regulation of political actions on the
Internet, as well as to develop recommendations for changing the current legislation in order to
improve legal regulation.

Keywords: public events, mass events, political actions, Internet, legal responsibility.

INTRODUCTION

The official definition of the Internet was given on October 24, 1995 by the
Federal Network Council of the United States of America in a resolution that defines the
Internet as a global information system that:

- logically interconnected by a space of global unique addresses based on the
Internet Protocol (IP) or on subsequent extensions or successors of IP;

- capable of supporting communications using the Transmission Control Protocol
family/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP) or its subsequent extensions/successors and / or other
IP-compatible protocols;

- provides, uses, or makes available, on a public or private basis, high-level
services built on top of the communication and other related infrastructure described
here[1].

Today, the global Internet information system has become an integral part of our
lives. Due to the introduction of high-alert modes in most regions of the Russian
Federation, we meet many simple and daily needs with the help of this information
system, such as the need for communication, the purchase of goods, the provision of
services, and many others.

Every year, the scope of the Internet in our lives is expanding, so recently the
global Internet information system has been used as a platform for public events.

The question arises whether political actions on the internet can be classified as
public events.

In accordance with the definition established in the federal law, a public event is
an open, peaceful, accessible to everyone, held in the form of an assembly, rally,
demonstration, march or picketing, or in various combinations of these forms, an action
carried out on the initiative of citizens of the Russian Federation, political parties, other
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public associations and religious associations, including using vehicles. The purpose of
a public event is to freely express and form opinions, to make demands on various
issues of the political, economic, social and cultural life of the country and foreign
policy issues, or to inform voters about their activities when a deputy of a legislative
(representative) body of state power, a deputy of a representative body of a
municipality meets with voters [2].

The general definition of a public event is given using references to the types of
public events. The definition of each type is fixed in the above-mentioned law. In all
definitions of the forms of public events, there is a reference to the word "place". It is
assumed that the interpretation of the law will be based on a well-known
understanding of the place.

For example, Ozhegov's explanatory dictionary defines "place" as a space that is
occupied by someone or something, on which something is happening, is located and
where you can sit [3].

Based on this definition, can the global information system Internet space be
classified as a "place"? In order to study our problem question, we will conditionally
refer the global information system Internet to the category of "place”, since this "space",
it can be partially "occupied by someone or something", in this space "something can
happen", "something can be".

The subject of the study is the category of the venue of a public event, and Article
8 of Federal Law No. 54 of 19.06.2004 "On Meetings, Rallies, Demonstrations,
Processions and Picketing'"is devoted to this category. Part 1 of this article stipulates
that a public event may be held in any place suitable for the purpose of this event,
provided that its holding does not pose a threat to the collapse of buildings and
structures or any other threat to the safety of participants in this public event. The
attribution of the Internet information system to the venue of a public event does not
contradict the provisions of Article 8 of the law.

Recently, the Internet has been actively used for various kinds of mass events. In
most cases, the global Internet information system acts as a tool for organizing public
events that are held in real life, on streets, squares, etc. But, there is also a new type of
mass action, which is held in the Internet information system itself.

One of the latest examples is an impromptu "rally” on the Yandex platform.
Navigator " and " Yandex. Maps". The essence of the campaign was to anonymously
express their opinion or attitude to the introduction of high-alert regimes in the regions
in connection with the spread of coronavirus infection (COVID-19) by adding special
marks on the sites mentioned above.

At its core, this political action can be attributed to a public event in the form of a
rally, however, the legislation does not provide for holding rallies in the Internet
information system.

If this action can even be considered useful for the state and society, in cases
where it reflects the opinion of a part of the population on the existing problems in
society, then there are other types of political actions. Among these are the calls of well-
known bloggers to their subscribers to commit any actions on the Internet or in real life.
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The federal law" On the Procedure for Considering Citizens 'Appeals" establishes
the obligation of State authorities to consider citizens ' appeals. For convenience, most
state authorities have Internet platforms for sending appeals on the official page of the
state authority in the information system. Thus, anyone can send an appeal to the state
authority without leaving their home.

For example, a blogger's call to send a virtual appeal via the Internet to a certain
public authority may block the work of this authority in real life. There are many
similar examples in the activities of State authorities.

But how to interpret the blogger's appeal, because it is just a call to exercise their
constitutional right, which is enshrined in Article 33 of the Constitution and defines that
citizens of the Russian Federation have the right to apply personally, as well as to send
individual and collective appeals to state bodies and local self-government bodies.

However, it should be noted that this call, having negative consequences in the
form of interference with the normal functioning of the state authority. Such situations
are not uncommon, when the state authorities had to work in an emergency mode to
respond to each appeal. Based on this, we come to the conclusion that some such
situations should be regulated by the state and there is a need to adjust the relevant
legislation.

When considering the issue of attributing the Internet information system to the
venue of public events, many problems arise. S. A. Babkin, for example, highlights one
of the problematic issues is the unreliability of the individual and the possible presence
of a foreign element.

S.A. Babkin correctly notes, if in the" off-network reality " every subject in the
vast majority of cases is aware that he enters into relations complicated by a foreign
element, then when using the Internet, no one can be sure whether he is dealing with
his compatriot or not [4, p. 11-63].

In this regard, regarding the subject of our study, it may be difficult to determine
the jurisdiction of the state regarding actions in the global Internet information system.
Jurisdiction as a process is a way to resolve legal conflicts. All types of jurisdiction are
united by one thing-the legal method of protecting public relations, which consists in
the consideration by the competent authority of a legal case on the merits and making a
decision on it [5, p. 10-25].

V.B. Naumov notes that currently several dozen countries have the rudiments of
national legislation concerning the use of the global information space. There are no
international agreements on this issue, the customs of using the Network are very
contradictory, which means that there are more disputable situations, and judicial
practice on these public relations is gradually being formed" [6, 10-25].

O.V. Kalyatin identifies several types of legal relations that arise when using the
Internet system. He distinguishes two types of relationships, depending on the method
of communication used. Thus, active and passive types of communication are
distinguished [7].

Regarding the legal relations under study, the active ones include sending a
message, a letter, or other information that encourages participation in a public event on
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the Internet. Passive information includes information about an event posted on a
website, app, or other platform that the user gets access to when performing certain
active actions.

Considering as another problem related to relations on the Internet, it is also
worth highlighting the problem of applicable law. It is necessary to agree with the
opinion of E. Leanovich and S.A. Babkin, who believe that there is no need to develop
new principles of legal regulation of Internet relations. These relations need to be
"localized", "introduced into the existing legal system and considered within its
framework, as a rule, through the disclosure of certain concepts in the legislation..., as
well as the necessary modification and adjustment of the provisions of existing laws".

The current Russian legislation has followed the same path, introducing new
definitions related to the use of the Internet information system into the existing system
of legal normes.

It is necessary to agree with the opinion of R.F. Azizov, who, considering the
legal regulation on the Internet, identifies the following problems:

- user identification;

- definition of jurisdiction;

- responsibility of information intermediaries [8].

Having investigated the problematic issues of attributing the global Internet
information system to a public place, we can draw the following conclusions.

For the most part, we value the Internet information system for the existing
privacy in some areas of interaction between people, this part should remain
unregulated relations.

It is necessary to finalize Article 8 of Federal Law No. 54 of 19.06.2004 "On
meetings, rallies, demonstrations, processions and picketing", which would give a more
specific definition of"the venue of a public event".

For example, article 8 may define that a public event may be held in any place
suitable for the purpose of the event, with the exception of the Internet information
system, provided that its conduct does not pose a threat to the collapse of buildings and
structures or any other threat to the safety of participants in the public event. Thereby
removing the actions carried out on the Internet from the scope of the law.

In some cases, which should be provided for in the legislation, it is necessary to
introduce responsibility for disrupting the normal functioning of public authorities by
organizing various kinds of actions and public events on the Internet.

CONCLUSION

Thus, it is necessary to supplement Chapter 19 of the Code of Administrative
Offences of the Russian Federation with an article providing for liability for intentional
actions of a person to organize a mass action in the Internet information system, which
are aimed at obstructing the activities of a state authority or local self-government body.

Also, it is necessary to supplement Chapter 28 of the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation with a similar article providing for liability for intentional actions of
a person to organize a mass action in the Internet information system, which are aimed
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at obstructing the activities of a state authority or local self-government body and which
resulted in large-scale and especially large-scale damage or resulted in the death of a
citizen. Such a situation is possible, for example, when obstructing the activities of law
enforcement agencies.

LIST OF REFERENCES

1. Archive of the site of the Federal Network Council [Electronic resource]:
Access mode:
https://web.archive.org/web/20000831160733/http://fnc.gov:80/Internet_res.html
(accessed 17.04.2021)

2. Federal Law" On Assemblies, Meetings, Demonstrations, Processions and
Picketing " of 19.06.2004 No. 54-FZ (as amended). from 11.10.2018) / / SPS
ConsultantPlus

3. Ozhegov S.I. Explanatory dictionary of the Russian language / S. 1. Ozhegov,
N.Y. Shvedova. - 4th ed., add. - Moscow: Azbukovnik, 2000 — - 940 p.

4. Babkin S.A. The law applicable to relations arising from the use of the Internet:
the main problems. - M.: JSC "Center Yurinfor", 2003. - p. 11-63.

5. Fialkovskaya I.D. Administrative jurisdiction in the field of ensuring human
rights: Problems of theory and legal regulation: Dis. .. kand. yurid. nauk. M., 1997. p. 10-
25.

6. Naumov V.B. Pravo i Internet: Essays on Theory and practice. p. 12.

7. Kalyatin V.O. Problems of establishing jurisdiction on the Internet. 2001. Ne 5.

8. Azizov R.F. Legal regulation in the Internet: comparative and historical-legal
research: Dis. .. doc. jurid. nauk. SPb. 2016.

VIHTEPHETTEIT TOITTBIK IC-IIIAPAAAPABI KOHCTUTYLIMSIABIK
KYKBIKTHIK PETTEY

Tyiin. Kaszipri yakeirta VIHTepHeT >kammai casicu aknusaap adaHbl peTiHAe
ke0ipek KoagaHbplaysa. CoHbpiMeH Oipre, 3aHHaMaJap KOFaMABIK KaTbIHacTapAbIH
JaMybIHa iaecinn oTelpraH >KOK. Makasa VIHTepHerTeri casicu oapekeTTepai 3aMaHaym
KYKBIKTBIK peTTeyai 3epTreyre, COHAal-aK KYKBIKTBIK peTTeyal JKeTiadipy MaKcaTbhlHAa
KO//aHBICTaFbl 3aHHaMaHbI ©3repTy OOJbIHINIA YCHIHBICTAp d3ipAeyre OarbpITTaAFaH.

Kiat cesagep: Oykapaawlk ic-mmapaaap, OykKapaablK ic-Ilapaaap, cascu
aKumsAAap, UHTePHEeT, 3aHAbI JKayalKepIiaik.
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KOHCTUTYIOMOHHO-IIPABOBOE PEI'YAMPOBAHUME MACCOBbBIX
AKIIUV B UHTEPHETE

AHHOTaHI/Iﬂ. B Hacrosmiee BpeM:d MHTepHeT BCe 4Yale MCIIOAb3YyeTCI Kak
I1A011aaka 4451 MaCCOBBIX ITOAMTIYECKIUX aKL[I/Iﬁ. B Toxke BpeM: 3aKOHOAaTeAbCTBO He
YyCII€Ba€T 3a pa3sBUTHIEM O6H.’[€CTB€HHLIX otHorteHum. CraTbs HallpaBA€Ha Ha 3y4eHle
COBpPEMEHHOIO IIPaBOBOTO PEIryANPOBaHVA ITOANTIYIECKUX aKLU/IIZ B CceTn MHTepHeT, a
TakK>Ke Ha pa3pa60TKy peKOMeH,Zl,aLU/Iﬂ 110 MN3MEHEHIIO rZl,eI\/IICTBYIOIl];eFO
3aKOHOJZaTeAbCTBa C L1€/1bI0 COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHII IIPAaBOBOTO PETyANPOBaHIIAL.

KaroueBbie caoBa: MacCOBBIE MepPOIIPpUsITISL, MaCCOBbIE CO6I)ITI/I}I, ITI0OANTNYEeCKIe
aKOIm1mu, MHTepHeT, IIpaBOBasl OTBETCTBEHHOCTb.
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